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“The Rohingya crisis, while
primarily located within
Myanmar’s borders, has
spilled over extensively

into Bangladesh, rendering

it not only a sanctuary for
over a million refugees
but also a focal point of
international diplomatic
and humanitarian efforts.”
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Introduction

The plight of the Rohingya, an ethnic minority
predominantly of the Islamic faith from Myanmar’s
Rakhine State, has catalysed one of the gravest
humanitarian crises of the 21st century.

The Rohingya crisis, while primarily located within
Myanmar’s borders, has spilled over extensively

into Bangladesh, rendering it not only a sanctuary
for over a million refugees but also a focal point of
international diplomatic and humanitarian efforts.

This discourse aims to dissect the crisis from
the vantage point of Bangladesh, critically
analysing its role, challenges, and the evolving
responsibilities within the broader international
legal and geopolitical frameworks.

The origins of this crisis are deeply embedded

in a complex tapestry of historical, ethnic, and
political tensions. The escalation in 2017, following
the militant attacks by the Arakan Rohingya
Salvation Army (ARSA) on Myanmar security
forces, precipitated a severe and disproportionate
retaliatory campaign by Myanmar’s military.

This campaign, characterised by the United
Nations as a “textbook example of ethnic
cleansing,”involved alleged atrocities such as
mass killings, sexual violence, and the systematic
destruction of Rohingya villages, leading to an
unprecedented exodus into Bangladesh'.

Bangladesh, despite its own socio-economic
constraints, has responded with remarkable
humanitarian forbearance, hosting the refugees in
Cox'’s Bazar under increasingly strained conditions.

This report will traverse through the historical
antecedents that have shaped the identity and
statelessness of the Rohingya, delve into the acute
phases of the crisis post-2017, and scrutinise the
multifaceted responses of Bangladesh. It will
further evaluate the consequential challenges,
ranging from socio-economic impacts to regional
security concerns and the imperatives for
international cooperation.

Structured systematically, this analysis will
conclude with a prospective look at viable
long-term solutions that respect human rights
and international law, while also addressing
the security and developmental priorities of
Bangladesh and the region.

This introduction sets the framework for
a nuanced exploration aimed at fostering
understanding and guiding robust policy
responses to one of the most compelling
humanitarian challenges of our time.
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“As the crisis unfolded, the
role of Bangladesh as both a
sanctuary and a vocal advocate
for the Rohingya became central
to international discussions on
the crisis. The unfolding events
of 2017 not only highlighted
the acute vulnerabilities of the
Rohingya but also tested the
international community’s resolve
in addressing state-led atrocities
and displacement crises. The
subsequent sections will delve
into the enduring challenges faced
by Bangladesh and the broader
regional implications of the crisis.”
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Historical Context

The historical context of the Rohingya crisis is
pivotal to understanding the depth of the current
humanitarian catastrophe. This section delves into
the roots of ethnic tensions, the legal status of the
Rohingya people, and the events that have led to
their mass displacement.

Early History and Ethnic Identity

The Rohingya have inhabited the Rakhine
State, formerly known as Arakan, for centuries.
Historical records from the Arakan Kingdom
(before its annexation by Burma in 1785)
suggest that the Rohingya were recognised as a
distinct community, integrating into the region’s
demographic and cultural mosaic. This complex
history, marked by periods of autonomous

rule and foreign occupation, has promoted a
contentious debate over the indigeneity and
recognition of the Rohingya in Myanmar®.

Colonial Legacy and Citizenship Issues

The British colonial administration’s policies,
which included the migration of labourers
across borders, further complicated the ethnic
composition of Rakhine. Post-independence,
successive Burmese governments have
questioned the legitimacy of Rohingya claims to
citizenship, culminating in the 1982 Citizenship
Law. This law effectively rendered the majority of
Rohingya stateless by requiring proof of ancestors
residing in the country prior to 1823, a criterion
difficult for many to meet’.

Escalation of Tensions and State Response

Tensions between Buddhist and Muslim
communities in Rakhine have periodically erupted
into violence, but the situation significantly
deteriorated from the late 20th century onwards.
Systematic discrimination, exclusion from civil life,
and periodic military operations have escalated,
particularly during junta rule. The denial of
citizenship rights, restriction of movement, and

lack of access to education and healthcare have
entrenched the socio-economic marginalisation of
the Rohingya.

The 2012 Communal Riots and Subsequent
Developments

The immediate precursor to the large-scale
displacement of the Rohingya was the 2012 riots
in Rakhine State, triggered by inter-communal
strife. These riots resulted in hundreds of

deaths and the displacement of thousands of
Rohingya to internally displaced persons camps,
where conditions were dire3. The international
community’s response was muted, with limited
sanctions and diplomatic pressure on the
Myanmar government.

The 2017 Crisis

The situation reached a critical juncture in August
2017 following ARSA's attacks on security posts.
The Myanmar military’s response, described by
international observers and the UN as bearing the
hallmarks of ethnic cleansing, involved alleged
atrocities aimed at eradicating Rohingya presence
in Rakhine. This military crackdown led to the
mass exodus of over 740,000 Rohingya across

the border into Bangladesh, a situation that has
persisted with little resolution in sight®.

This historical perspective is crucial for
understanding the complexities and nuances

of the Rohingya crisis. It underpins the systemic
nature of the challenges and the entrenched
positions that complicate resolution efforts. The
next section will explore the immediate aftermath
of the 2017 exodus, detailing Bangladesh’s
humanitarian response and the international
community’s engagement.

The Crisis Unfolds

The 2017 crisis represents a watershed moment
in the long-standing humanitarian plight of the
Rohingya. This section examines the immediate
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Historical Context continued...

events leading to their mass exodus and the
subsequent international reaction, providing a
detailed account of the unfolding human rights
crisis.

Genesis of the 2017 Exodus

In August 2017, the attack by the Arakan Rohingya
Salvation Army (ARSA) on multiple Myanmar
security outposts triggered a brutal military
crackdown that the United Nations and global
human rights organisations have characterised
as grossly disproportionate. Reports from various
international bodies documented widespread
atrocities committed by Myanmar security forces,
including mass killings, systematic rape, and

the torching of over 300 Rohingya villages. This
scorched-earth campaign, ostensibly a counter-
insurgency operation, was widely condemned as
an attempt to permanently erase the Rohingya
presence from Rakhine State”.

Displacement and Refugee Influx into
Bangladesh

The violence drove an estimated 740,000

Rohingya across the border into Bangladesh,
joining several hundred thousand more who

had fled earlier waves of persecution. The rapid
influx overwhelmed existing camps and local
communities in Cox’s Bazar, leading to a dire
humanitarian emergency. Bangladesh, with limited
resources and international support, faced an
unprecedented challenge in providing for the basic
needs of a suddenly expanded refugee population.

Bangladesh’s Humanitarian Response

In response to the crisis, the Government of
Bangladesh, with the assistance of international
NGOs and UN agencies, mobilised significant
resources to provide emergency aid, shelter,

and medical services. The establishment of the
Kutupalong-Balukhali expansion site, which
quickly became one of the world’s largest refugee
camps, is a testament to the scale of the response.

Despite the strain on its resources, Bangladesh
maintained open borders, a policy widely lauded
by the international community®.

International Reaction and Diplomatic
Efforts

The global response to the crisis included
condemnations from the United Nations, the
imposition of targeted sanctions against key
Myanmar military leaders, and a substantial
increase in humanitarian aid. However, geopolitical
considerations, particularly the stances of China
and Russia as permanent members of the UN
Security Council, have stymied more robust
international action, such as a global arms
embargo or direct intervention’.

The crisis also sparked a significant international
advocacy movement, focusing on the plight of the
Rohingya and the accountability of the Myanmar
government. Various international legal initiatives,
including a case at the International Court of
Justice (ICJ) and another at the International
Criminal Court (ICC), were launched to address
allegations of genocide and crimes against
humanity®.

As the crisis unfolded, the role of Bangladesh

as both a sanctuary and a vocal advocate for

the Rohingya became central to international
discussions on the crisis. The unfolding events of
2017 not only highlighted the acute vulnerabilities
of the Rohingya but also tested the international
community’s resolve in addressing state-led
atrocities and displacement crises. The subsequent
sections will delve into the enduring challenges
faced by Bangladesh and the broader regional
implications of the crisis.
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“Bangladesh’s response to the
Rohingya crisis has been a testament
to its commitment to humanitarian
principles, despite the enormous
strain on its resources. However,
the sustained nature of the crisis
necessitates a continued robust
international partnership and effective
strategies to ensure the long-term
welfare of the Rohingya and the
stability of the region. The next section
will discuss the enduring challenges
Bangladesh faces, shedding light on
the socio-economic, political, and
environmental impacts of hosting such
a large refugee population.”
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Bangladesh’s Response

As the Rohingya crisis unfolded, Bangladesh found
itself at the forefront of a growing humanitarian
emergency. This section explores the multifaceted
response by Bangladesh, detailing the nation’s
diplomatic, humanitarian, and strategic endeavours
to manage the situation effectively.

Immediate Humanitarian Efforts

Upon the influx of hundreds of thousands of
Rohingya refugees, the government of Bangladesh,
despite its own developmental challenges,
responded with commendable alacrity. The
authorities, along with local and international
NGOs, quickly mobilised to provide emergency aid,
including food, shelter, and medical care. Massive
refugee camps, notably the Kutupalong-Balukhali
expansion, were erected to house the newly
arrived refugees. These camps, equipped with
basic amenities, became a temporary home for the
displaced Rohingya population®.

Diplomatic Engagements

Recognising the complexity of the crisis and

its potential regional implications, Bangladesh
engaged in vigorous diplomatic efforts. It called
for international support and intervention at
various global platforms, including the United
Nations General Assembly and the Human

Rights Council. Bangladesh’s diplomatic strategy
was two-pronged: it sought to highlight the
humanitarian plight of the Rohingya and to

press for Myanmar to take responsibility for the
crisis. Notable was Bangladesh’s involvement in
negotiations that led to a bilateral agreement with
Myanmar in November 2017, aimed at facilitating
the repatriation of the Rohingya under safe and
dignified conditions—a goal yet to be realised due
to ongoing concerns over safety and citizenship
rights in Myanmar'.

Infrastructure and Service Provision

To manage the logistical challenges posed by such
a large influx, Bangladesh’s government and its

partners implemented extensive infrastructural
projects within the camps. These included the
construction of roads, healthcare facilities, and
learning centres, which were crucial for maintaining
sanitation, health, and some semblance of
normalcy in the lives of the refugees. Special
attention was given to vulnerable populations,
such as women, children, and the elderly, providing
them with tailored services and protection
programs'".

Security Measures

The sudden population increase also presented
significant security challenges. Concerns over
potential militancy, human trafficking, and drug
smuggling prompted the Bangladeshi authorities
to enhance security in and around the camps.
Measures such as biometric registration of refugees
and restricted movement policies were instituted to
maintain order and monitor the refugee population
effectively'.

International Cooperation and Funding

Bangladesh actively sought and facilitated
international cooperation to shoulder the financial
and logistical burden of the crisis. Significant
funding and on-ground support were provided
by the United Nations, various state actors, and
international NGOs. These efforts were critical in
sustaining the humanitarian response but also
underscored the need for continued international
commitment to address the crisis adequately™.

Bangladesh’s response to the Rohingya crisis

has been a testament to its commitment to
humanitarian principles, despite the enormous
strain on its resources. However, the sustained
nature of the crisis necessitates a continued robust
international partnership and effective strategies
to ensure the long-term welfare of the Rohingya
and the stability of the region. The next section will
discuss the enduring challenges Bangladesh faces,
shedding light on the socio-economic, political,
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Bangladesh’s Response continued...

and environmental impacts of hosting such a large
refugee population.

Challenges Faced by Bangladesh

Hosting over a million Rohingya refugees has
imposed significant challenges on Bangladesh
across multiple dimensions—economic, social,
political, and environmental. This section outlines
these enduring challenges and the implications for
Bangladesh’s domestic and foreign policy.

Economic Impact

The economic burden of hosting a vast number of
refugees has been substantial. The costs associated
with providing basic amenities, healthcare,
education, and security are immense. Despite
substantial international aid, most of the funding
for the refugee response has been shouldered by
the Bangladeshi government. This financial strain
has diverted resources from national development
projects and exacerbated local poverty, particularly
in regions adjacent to the camps'*.

Social and Political Strains

The presence of a large, predominantly Muslim
refugee population has had complex social

and political repercussions within Bangladesh.
Locally, there is growing resentment among

host communities who feel that the refugees are
competing for scarce resources such as jobs, land,
and social services. Politically, the situation has
required careful navigation of national sentiment
and international human rights obligations, placing
strain on internal governance and policymaking'®.

Environmental Degradation

The environmental impact of the refugee camps
has been profound. Deforestation, soil erosion,
water contamination, and loss of biodiversity are
prominent issues in Cox’s Bazar. The sheer scale of
the camps has led to significant ecological damage,
affecting local agriculture and fisheries, which are
crucial to the livelihoods of the native population'®.

Security Concerns

Security within the camps and the surrounding
areas remains a critical concern. There have been
reports of criminal activities, including human
trafficking, drug smuggling, and occasional violent
clashes both within the camps and between
refugees and local communities. The risk of
radicalisation is an additional concern, with the
potential for militants to exploit the desperation of
the refugees'’.

Legal and Ethical Challenges

Bangladesh faces complex legal and ethical
dilemmas in dealing with the refugee crisis. Issues
such as the right to work, education, and eventual
repatriation or resettlement of the Rohingya are
contentious and fraught with legal complexities.
Balancing international human rights obligations
with domestic public opinion and security concerns
presents a continuous challenge'®.

International Relations and Diplomacy

The crisis has significant implications for
Bangladesh'’s international relations, particularly
with Myanmar, China, and India, as well as with
Western nations and international organisations.
Navigating these diplomatic waters requires
astute management to balance national interests
with global human rights advocacy and regional
stability'®.

The multitude of challenges faced by Bangladesh
in responding to the Rohingya crisis underscores
the need for a coordinated international response
and a long-term strategy that addresses the root
causes of the crisis and the sustainable integration
or repatriation of the refugees. The final section
will explore potential prospects and solutions that
could alleviate the burden on Bangladesh and
contribute to a durable resolution of the crisis.
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“The resolution of the Rohingya crisis
requires a multi-faceted approach
that includes safe repatriation,
resettlement, local integration,
regional cooperation, and sustained
international advocacy. Bangladesh,
while significantly affected, cannot
shoulder this burden alone. A
concerted effort by the international
community, regional powers, and
Myanmar itself is essential to bring
about a sustainable solution that
respects the rights and aspirations
of the Rohingya while maintaining
regional stability and security.”
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Future Prospects and Solutions

The enduring nature of the Rohingya crisis
necessitates consideration of sustainable long-
term solutions that can alleviate the burden

on Bangladesh, ensure the safety and dignity
of the Rohingya, and address the geopolitical
implications of the crisis. This section explores
potential pathways and strategies for a durable
resolution.

Repatriation under Safe and Dignified
Conditions

The preferred solution for both the Rohingya and
Bangladesh is the safe and voluntary repatriation
of refugees to Myanmar. However, this requires the
assurance of safety, dignity, and a clear pathway to
citizenship for the Rohingya, which Myanmar has
yet to credibly establish. International mediation,
possibly under the auspices of the UN or ASEAN,
could facilitate dialogue and negotiations to
create a conducive environment for repatriation®.

Resettlement in Third Countries

Given the prolonged nature of the crisis and

the slim prospects for safe repatriation in the
near term, resettlement in third countries
presents a viable alternative. This would involve
countries in the West, as well as Muslim-majority
countries, offering to resettle significant numbers
of Rohingya. Such efforts would need to be
coordinated through international bodies like
the UNHCR to ensure equitable distribution and
integration into host societies”'.

Local Integration with Support

While controversial and politically sensitive, local
integration could be considered as a last resort

if repatriation and resettlement are not feasible.
This would require substantial changes in policy
to allow the Rohingya access to the labour market,
education, and healthcare. Bangladesh could seek
international support to provide the necessary
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Future Prospects and Solutions continued...

infrastructure and services to facilitate integration,
ensuring that it does not impinge upon the
resources and welfare of local communities®.

Strengthening Regional Cooperation

Enhancing cooperation with regional powers
such as India, China, and ASEAN members are
crucial for a holistic approach to the crisis. These
countries have significant political and economic
influence over Myanmar and could play a pivotal
role in pressuring Myanmar to create conditions
conducive to the safe return of the Rohingya.
Regional forums could also be utilised to develop
strategies that address the broader implications
of the crisis, such as human trafficking and cross-
border crime®,

Ongoing International Advocacy and Legal
Action

Continued international advocacy is essential
to keep the Rohingya crisis in the global
consciousness and to pressure Myanmar

to comply with international human rights
obligations. Pursuing legal actions through
international courts, like the ICJ and the ICC, can
also help establish legal precedents that could
lead to tangible changes in Myanmar’s policies
towards the Rohingya™.

Economic Development and Infrastructure
Investment

Investing in economic development and
infrastructure in Cox’s Bazar, aimed at improving
the lives of both the local and refugee
populations, could mitigate some of the socio-
economic strains caused by the crisis. International
donors and development agencies could increase
their contributions to fund these initiatives, which
would also support the local integration strategy,
should it be necessary®.

The resolution of the Rohingya crisis requires
a multi-faceted approach that includes safe
repatriation, resettlement, local integration,

regional cooperation, and sustained international
advocacy. Bangladesh, while significantly affected,
cannot shoulder this burden alone. A concerted
effort by the international community, regional
powers, and Myanmar itself is essential to bring
about a sustainable solution that respects the
rights and aspirations of the Rohingya while
maintaining regional stability and security.
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“The UN’s engagement in Bangladesh
remains pivotal in addressing the
multifaceted challenges of the
Rohingya crisis. While significant
strides have been made in providing
humanitarian assistance and
advocating for durable solutions,
persistent funding constraints and
evolving dynamics necessitate
sustained international commitment
and collaborative efforts to ensure
the well-being and rights of the
Rohingya refugees.”
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Recent UN Developments in
Bangladesh Regarding the

Rohingya Crisis

Since the mass exodus of Rohingya refugees

from Myanmar in 2017, Bangladesh has hosted
over one million displaced individuals, primarily
in the Cox’s Bazar region. The United Nations, in
collaboration with the Government of Bangladesh
and various partners, has been at the forefront of
providing humanitarian assistance, protection,
and seeking durable solutions for the Rohingya
population. This section delves into the recent
developments, challenges, and strategic initiatives
undertaken by the UN in Bangladesh concerning
the Rohingya crisis.

1. Launch of the 2025-2026 Joint Response
Plan (JRP)

On 24 March 2025, the Government of
Bangladesh, in collaboration with the UN and its
partners, launched the 2025-2026 Joint Response
Plan (JRP) to address the ongoing needs of
Rohingya refugees and host communities. The
JRP outlines comprehensive strategies focusing
on protection, education, health, and livelihood
support, emphasizing the importance of sustained
international support to meet its objectives.”

2. UN High-Level Visits and Advocacy

In March 2025, UN Secretary-General Anténio
Guterres visited the Rohingya refugee camps

in Cox’s Bazar, expressing deep concern over
the potential reduction in food aid due to
funding shortages. He emphasized the UN’s
commitment to mobilizing resources to prevent
further deterioration of living conditions for the
refugees.”

3. Escalation in Maritime Departures
UNHCR reported a significant increase in the
number of Rohingya refugees undertaking

perilous sea journeys, with over 7,800 individuals
attempting to flee by boat in 2024—an 80%

rise compared to the previous year. This surge
underscores the desperation among refugees and
the need for enhanced protection measures.”®

4, Relocation to Bhasan Char Island

The relocation of Rohingya refugees to Bhasan
Char Island has continued, with the UN and
Bangladesh government working together

to ensure the provision of essential services

and protection mechanisms on the island.

As of September 2024, approximately 35,629
refugees had been relocated, with ongoing
efforts to address concerns related to safety and
voluntariness of the relocations.”

5. Funding Challenges and Humanitarian
Impact

The humanitarian response faces significant
funding gaps, threatening the continuity of
essential services. In 2024, the Joint Response Plan
was only 56% funded, receiving $474.1 million
against an appeal of $852.4 million. This shortfall
has led to reductions in food aid and other critical
services, exacerbating the vulnerabilities of the
refugee population.®

The UN’s engagement in Bangladesh remains
pivotal in addressing the multifaceted challenges
of the Rohingya crisis. While significant strides
have been made in providing humanitarian
assistance and advocating for durable solutions,
persistent funding constraints and evolving
dynamics necessitate sustained international
commitment and collaborative efforts to ensure
the well-being and rights of the Rohingya
refugees.
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“Understanding the Rohingya
crisis in the context of global
refugee situations can provide
valuable insights into effective
strategies and common challenges.
This section draws parallels and
contrasts between the Rohingya
situation and other prominent
refugee crises, such as those in
Syria, Venezuela, and the long-
term displacement of Palestinians.
Through these comparisons, we
can identify lessons that might
inform more effective approaches
to the Rohingya crisis.”
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Comparative Insights - Learning
from Global Refugee Crises

Understanding the Rohingya crisis in the context
of global refugee situations can provide valuable
insights into effective strategies and common
challenges. This section draws parallels and
contrasts between the Rohingya situation and
other prominent refugee crises, such as those in
Syria, Venezuela, and the long-term displacement
of Palestinians. Through these comparisons, we
can identify lessons that might inform more
effective approaches to the Rohingya crisis.

Syrian Refugee Crisis

The Syrian crisis, sparked by civil war in 2011,
has led to the displacement of millions. Unlike
the Rohingya, many Syrian refugees have been
resettled in various Western countries, benefitting
from more structured international support
and integration programs. Key lessons from
the Syrian experience include the importance
of international burden-sharing and the
effectiveness of public-private partnerships

in providing education and employment
opportunities to refugees.

Venezuelan Migration

Venezuela’s socio-economic collapse has driven
millions to neighbouring countries, with Colombia
hosting the largest number. The Colombian
response, notably its decision to grant temporary
protective status to Venezuelan migrants, offers

a model for legalising the status of refugees and
integrating them into the national economy. This
approach not only helps reduce xenophobia but
also enables refugees to contribute to the host
economy.

Palestinian Long-term Displacement

The protracted displacement of Palestinians,
who have lived in refugee camps for decades,
highlights the risks associated with long-term

statelessness and dependency. The Palestinian
case underscores the necessity of pursuing
durable solutions from the onset of a crisis,
including the integration of refugees into host
countries’ social and economic fabrics to prevent
generational displacement.

Analysis and Application to the
Rohingya Crisis

From these comparisons, several strategies
emerge that could be applied to the Rohingya
crisis:

International Burden-Sharing

Like the Syrian case, greater international
cooperation is needed to distribute the
humanitarian and financial burden more equitably
among nations.

Legal Status and Integration

Inspired by Colombia’s approach to Venezuelan
migrants, providing legal status to Rohingya
refugees could facilitate their integration

and contribution to the host community in
Bangladesh.

Avoiding Protracted Displacement
Learning from the Palestinian experience, it

is crucial to avoid long-term dependency by
focusing on sustainable development within
refugee communities, potentially through
international funding and support.

By integrating these lessons, stakeholders can
develop a more robust and sustainable approach
to managing the Rohingya crisis, ensuring that
immediate humanitarian needs are met while also
laying the groundwork for long-term solutions.
This comparative analysis not only contextualises
the Rohingya crisis within the broader landscape
of global displacements but also highlights
successful strategies and cautionary tales that
could guide future interventions.



“The complex and
protracted nature of the
Rohingya crisis requires

a multi-dimensional
policy approach that
addresses immediate

humanitarian needs and
lays the groundwork for
long-term solutions.”
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Strategic Policy Recommendations
for Resolving the Rohingya Crisis

The complex and protracted nature of the
Rohingya crisis requires a multi-dimensional
policy approach that addresses immediate
humanitarian needs and lays the groundwork for
long-term solutions.

This section outlines specific, actionable policy
recommendations for key stakeholders involved
in the crisis: the governments of Bangladesh and
Myanmar, the international community, and non-
governmental organisations (NGOs).

For the Government of Bangladesh

Grant temporary legal status to Rohingya
refugees, which would include the right to work,
access to education, and healthcare services. This
would help integrate the Rohingya into society,
reduce their dependence on aid, and contribute to
the local economy.

Strengthen security in and around refugee camps
to prevent human trafficking and other crimes.

This could include increasing police presence,
training special units to handle refugee-related
issues, and engaging with community leaders to
maintain order.

Expand public health services within refugee
camps to prevent outbreaks of diseases.
Collaborations with international health
organisations can help in setting up more
permanent health facilities.

For the Government of Myanmar

Commit to creating conditions for the safe

and voluntary return of Rohingya refugees.

This includes guaranteeing citizenship rights,
rebuilding destroyed villages, and allowing
international observers to monitor the return and
resettlement process.

Cooperate with international courts and bodies
investigating allegations of human rights abuses.
Holding perpetrators accountable is crucial
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Strategic Policy Recommendations for Resolving the Rohingya

Crisis continued...

for reconciliation and rebuilding trust with the
Rohingya community.

For the International Community

Use diplomatic channels to press Myanmar
to meet its obligations towards the Rohingya.
This could include sanctions, incentives, and
diplomatic isolation if necessary.

Increase financial and logistical support to
Bangladesh to manage the refugee crisis. This
support should be long-term and focus on
sustainable development initiatives within refugee
camps and host communities.

Countries with the capacity should offer to
resettle Rohingya refugees. This would alleviate
the burden on Bangladesh and help spread
responsibility for the crisis more equitably.

For Non-Governmental Organisations
(NGOs)

Provide training and resources to local NGOs
to improve their ability to manage large-scale
humanitarian crises. Focus on building local
capacities to ensure sustainability.

Continue to raise awareness about the plight

of the Rohingya, both at local and international
levels. Advocacy should aim to keep the crisis in
the public eye and pressure stakeholders to act.

Develop programs that integrate aid with
development to ensure that assistance to refugees
also benefits the host communities, thereby
reducing potential tensions.

The implementation of these policy
recommendations requires coordination among
all stakeholders involved in the crisis. It is crucial
that efforts are not just piecemeal or temporary
but are part of a comprehensive strategy aimed
at resolving the crisis in a way that is humane,

sustainable, and respectful of the rights and
dignity of the Rohingya people. By adopting
these recommendations, stakeholders can move
towards a resolution that not only addresses the
immediate humanitarian needs but also lays

the foundation for the long-term welfare of the
Rohingya and the stability of the region.
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“The economic implications of the
Rohingya crisis are profound and
require both immediate and long-term
strategies to address them effectively. By
turning challenges into opportunities for
development, Bangladesh can not only
mitigate the economic impacts of hosting
a large refugee population but also
improve the resilience and sustainability
of local communities. International
cooperation and strategic planning
are crucial in transitioning from crisis
management to economic development,
ensuring the benefits are widespread and
contribute to the stability and prosperity
of the region.”
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Economic Impacts and Strategies

The Rohingya crisis has imposed significant
economic burdens on Bangladesh, affecting local
economies, public services, and international
economic relations.

This section delves into the economic impacts

of the crisis and proposes strategies to mitigate
these effects and harness potential opportunities
for economic development.

Economic Burden on Bangladesh

The influx of over a million refugees has strained
Bangladesh’s resources, leading to increased
spending on humanitarian aid, infrastructure, and
security in Cox’s Bazar and surrounding areas.

The local economy has faced pressures due to the
increased demand for goods and services, which,
while beneficial to some businesses, has also led
to inflation in prices and increased competition for
employment among locals.

Funding and International Support

While international aid has played a crucial role

in managing the crisis, it remains insufficient to
cover all expenses. Bangladesh has had to redirect
substantial national resources to manage the
situation, which might otherwise have been used
for development projects. Sustainable funding
mechanisms, possibly through international
bonds or dedicated funds, could provide more
predictable and stable financial support.

Economic Opportunities

Despite the challenges, there are potential
economic opportunities:

» Allowing Rohingya to legally work could alleviate
the financial burden on Bangladesh by decreasing
dependency on aid and enabling refugees to
contribute economically.

« Investing in agricultural projects within refugee
camps and surrounding areas could help meet

food demands locally, reducing import costs and
supporting local agriculture.

* Supporting small-scale businesses within the
refugee community can stimulate economic
activity and foster better integration.

Economic Development Strategies

To harness these opportunities and mitigate
economic impacts, several strategies could be
implemented:

« Strengthen partnerships with international
financial institutions like the World Bank and Asian
Development Bank to secure funding for long-
term economic projects in affected areas.

» Encourage PPPs to develop infrastructure, such
as roads and energy, which can improve living
conditions in the camps and boost the local
economy.

* Implement programs to enhance vocational skills
among the Rohingya, making them employable

in sectors that do not compete directly with local
labour.

The economic implications of the Rohingya crisis
are profound and require both immediate and
long-term strategies to address them effectively.
By turning challenges into opportunities for
development, Bangladesh can not only mitigate
the economic impacts of hosting a large refugee
population but also improve the resilience and
sustainability of local communities. International
cooperation and strategic planning are crucial

in transitioning from crisis management to
economic development, ensuring the benefits are
widespread and contribute to the stability and
prosperity of the region.
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“Integrating technology into
refugee crisis management offers a
pathway to more humane, efficient,

and sustainable solutions. For the
Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh,
these technological innovations could
significantly improve the quality of
life, enhance security, and provide
opportunities for education and
economic integration. However, the
successful implementation of these
technologies requires collaboration
between governments, NGOs,
technology providers, and the refugees
themselves to ensure that the solutions
are culturally appropriate, accessible,
and effectively address the unique
challenges of the crisis.”
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Technological Solutions in Refugee
Crisis Management

The application of technology in managing
refugee crises can lead to significant
improvements in efficiency, transparency, and the
overall well-being of displaced populations.

This section explores innovative technological
solutions currently in use or proposed for
managing the Rohingya refugee situation. These
technologies have the potential to streamline
operations, enhance communication, and improve
the delivery of services in refugee camps.

Biometric Registration Systems

Biometric systems, including fingerprint and
facial recognition technologies, have been used
to register and track refugees efficiently. In the
context of the Rohingya crisis, implementing
biometric registration can help:

Ensure accurate data on refugee populations,
aiding in the distribution of aid and the planning
of services.

Prevent fraud and duplication of services,
ensuring that resources are allocated efficiently
and equitably.

Facilitate the safe repatriation of refugees by
maintaining reliable records of identities and
family ties.

Mobile Technology for Education and
Integration

Mobile platforms can deliver educational content
and language training directly to refugees
through smartphones and tablets, which are
increasingly prevalent even in low-income
settings. Mobile education can:

« Provide access to education for children and
adults, particularly where traditional schooling is
not available.

« Offer vocational training and language
courses to adults, aiding in integration and
employment prospects.

« Spread awareness and information about
health, legal rights, and services available within
the camps and the host community.

Blockchain for Aid Distribution

Blockchain technology can be used to create
transparent and secure systems for distributing
aid. By using blockchain, organisations can:

« Track the distribution of aid in real-time, from
donor to recipient, reducing the risk of corruption
or mismanagement.

« Provide refugees with digital wallets that can
be used to receive and spend funds allocated for
aid, giving them more control over their assistance
and reducing overhead costs.

Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

GIS technology can be employed to manage
camp logistics and planning more effectively. GIS
applications allow camp managers to:

« Visualise spatial data on camp layouts,
including shelter distributions, water and
sanitation facilities, and service centres.

« Plan infrastructure developments and
disaster response strategies by analysing terrain
data and population density.

« Monitor environmental impacts such as
deforestation and land degradation around
refugee camps.

Remote Health Technologies

Telemedicine and mobile health applications
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Technological Solutions in Refugee Crisis Management continued...

can revolutionise healthcare delivery in refugee
settings. These technologies allow:

« Remote diagnosis and treatment of
patients, which is crucial in areas with limited
access to healthcare professionals.

« Continuous monitoring of patients with
chronic diseases using wearable technology.

« Rapid dissemination of public health
information and alerts about outbreaks or health
services.

Integrating technology into refugee crisis
management offers a pathway to more

humane, efficient, and sustainable solutions.
For the Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, these
technological innovations could significantly
improve the quality of life, enhance security,
and provide opportunities for education and
economic integration. However, the successful
implementation of these technologies requires
collaboration between governments, NGOs,
technology providers, and the refugees
themselves to ensure that the solutions are
culturally appropriate, accessible, and effectively
address the unique challenges of the crisis.
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“The media’s influence on the
Rohingya crisis is profound and
multifaceted. While it has the
power to inform and mobilise, it
also carries the responsibility to
report accurately and sensitively.
By adopting the strategies outlined
above, media stakeholders can
enhance their impact, contributing
positively to the resolution of
the crisis and supporting the
humanitarian efforts in place.
This will ensure that the narrative
surrounding the Rohingya remains
in the global consciousness, driving
sustained and effective responses.”
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The Media’s Influence on the

Rohingya Crisis

The role of media in shaping public perceptions
and international responses to humanitarian crises
cannot be understated. In the case of the Rohingya
crisis, media coverage has played a critical role in
mobilising international support, influencing policy
decisions, and framing the narrative around the
refugees’ plight.

This section examines both the positive and
negative impacts of media coverage on the
Rohingya crisis and proposes strategies to enhance
its role in fostering a constructive response.

Positive Impacts of Media Coverage

Raising Awareness: International media outlets
have brought the severe conditions faced by the
Rohingya into global consciousness, highlighting
the scale of the humanitarian needs and the
urgency of the crisis.

Mobilising Support: Extensive media coverage
has been instrumental in mobilising international
humanitarian aid, donations, and support from
governments and NGOs worldwide.

Advocacy for Human Rights: Journalists and
broadcasters have played a key role in advocating
for the rights of the Rohingya, putting pressure
on both Myanmar and Bangladesh to improve
conditions and seek lasting solutions.

Negative Impacts of Media Coverage

In some cases, media reports have been accused

of bias or spreading misinformation, either by
oversimplifying the complex ethnic and political
backgrounds of the crisis or by failing to adequately
verify information in a rush to publish.

Media coverage can sometimes exacerbate
tensions in the region by stoking xenophobia or
anti-refugee sentiments among local populations
or by inflaming diplomatic relations.

Continuous exposure to the suffering of refugees
can lead to desensitisation among global
audiences, potentially reducing the urgency of the
response over time.

Strategies for Media Engagement

Encourage media outlets to adhere to strict
journalistic ethics, emphasising accurate, balanced,
and sensitive reporting, especially in crisis
contexts. Training workshops and guidelines on
crisis reporting could be developed for journalists
covering the Rohingya situation.

Strengthen the capacity of local media in
Bangladesh to report on the crisis, ensuring that the
narratives of the Rohingya and host communities
are represented accurately and fairly. Local media
can play a crucial role in fostering understanding
and cooperation between refugees and local
populations.

Utilise media platforms to educate the public
about the roots of the crisis, the challenges faced
by refugees, and the need for comprehensive
and compassionate solutions. This could include
documentaries, interviews with experts, and
interactive media campaigns.

Set up monitoring systems to quickly identify and
counteract misinformation and hate speech related
to the Rohingya crisis. Collaborations between
media organisations, tech companies, and NGOs
can be effective in managing this aspect.

Employ innovative storytelling techniques that go
beyond traditional reporting to keep the global
audience engaged and informed. This could
involve multimedia presentations, virtual reality
experiences, and social media to reach younger
audiences.

The media’s influence on the Rohingya crisis
is profound and multifaceted. While it has the
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The Media’s Influence on the Rohingya Crisis continued...

power to inform and mobilise, it also carries the
responsibility to report accurately and sensitively.
By adopting the strategies outlined above,

media stakeholders can enhance theirimpact,
contributing positively to the resolution of the crisis
and supporting the humanitarian efforts in place.
This will ensure that the narrative surrounding the
Rohingya remains in the global consciousness,
driving sustained and effective responses.
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“Addressing the socio-
economic impacts on host
communities requires policy
responses that extend
beyond humanitarian
aid—investments in
infrastructure, inclusive
employment strategies,
and equitable resource
distribution are essential to
sustaining both refugee and
local resilience.”
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Ensuring Environmental
Sustainability in Refugee Support

Operations

The environmental impact of large refugee
populations, particularly in areas like Cox’s Bazar,
where Rohingya camps are located, is significant.
This section discusses the environmental
challenges associated with hosting large refugee
populations and explores sustainable solutions
to mitigate these impacts. It aims to outline
strategies that not only address immediate
environmental concerns but also promote long-
term ecological sustainability.

Environmental Challenges

The construction of refugee camps and the need
for firewood have led to significant deforestation
in and around the camps. This has resulted in soil
erosion, decreased biodiversity, and disrupted
local ecosystems.

The high population density within the camps
has put a strain on local water resources. Poor
sanitation and the overflow of waste into water
bodies have led to contamination, affecting both
human health and aquatic life.

The disposal of solid waste is a critical issue in the
camps. The lack of proper waste management
systems has led to unsanitary conditions, which
can exacerbate the spread of diseases and
negatively impact the local environment.

Sustainable Environmental Solutions

Implement solar energy projects within the
camps to reduce reliance on biomass for cooking
and heating. Solar lanterns, solar water heaters,
and solar-powered charging stations can
provide sustainable energy solutions that are
environmentally friendly.

Develop comprehensive waste management
systems that include recycling, composting, and
proper disposal facilities. Engaging the refugee
community in waste management efforts can
also provide employment opportunities while
ensuring camp cleanliness.

Install water purification and desalination systems
to provide clean drinking water. Rainwater
harvesting systems can also be introduced to
supplement water supplies, reducing pressure on
local water sources.

Initiate reforestation programs to restore habitats
and reduce soil erosion. This could involve

the local community and refugees in planting
trees, which would also help in creating a sense
of ownership and responsibility towards the
environment.

Use sustainable, locally sourced building materials
for constructing shelters and other structures
within the camps. Materials such as bamboo,
which are abundant in Bangladesh, can provide

a durable and environmentally sustainable
alternative to traditional construction materials.

Engaging Stakeholders in Environmental
Sustainability

Collaborate with environmental NGOs that
specialise in ecological conservation to design
and implement sustainability projects within the
camps.

Educate both refugees and local communities
about the importance of environmental
conservation. Workshops on sustainable living
practices, such as reducing plastic use and
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Ensuring Environmental Sustainability in Refugee Support
Operations continued...

conserving water, can empower individuals to
make environmentally friendly choices.

Establish systems to monitor the environmental
impact of refugee operations regularly. This

will help in timely identification of issues and
effectiveness of the implemented sustainability
measures.

Addressing the environmental impact of refugee
camps is crucial not only for the well-being of the
current inhabitants but also for the long-term
health of the local ecosystem. Implementing

the outlined sustainable solutions requires

a coordinated effort among governments,
international organisations, NGOs, and the
refugee community. By prioritising environmental
sustainability, the response to the Rohingya crisis
can improve living conditions within the camps
while protecting and restoring the surrounding
environment. This approach ensures that
environmental conservation is an integral part of
humanitarian aid efforts.
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“Leveraging international law
effectively requires a coordinated
approach involving states,
international organisations, NGOs,
and legal advocates. While legal
strategies can offer pathways to
justice and accountability, they must
be part of a broader strategy that
includes diplomatic, humanitarian,
and economic responses to the
crisis. By strengthening legal
frameworks and their enforcement,
the international community can
better support the rights of the
Rohingya and work towards lasting
solutions to their displacement.”
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Leveraging International
Law in the Rohingya Crisis

The Rohingya crisis poses significant legal
challenges and opportunities for leveraging
international law to address the plight of the
Rohingya people. This section explores the role

of international legal frameworks and institutions
in advocating for the rights of the Rohingya and
outlines strategies for using these legal avenues to
promote accountability and facilitate solutions.

Key International Legal Instruments

1951 Refugee Convention and 1967 Protocol:
These documents outline the rights of refugees and
the obligations of states to protect them. Although
Myanmar is not a signatory, Bangladesh is, and its
responsibilities toward the Rohingya can be framed
within this context.

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR):
This declaration, though not a treaty, sets out
fundamental human rights that are universally
protected, including the right to seek asylum from
persecution.

Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC):
Both Myanmar and Bangladesh are signatories to
the CRC, which emphasises the rights of children
to survival, development, and protection from
harmful influences, abuse, and exploitation.

Legal Challenges

Statelessness of the Rohingya: Myanmar’s 1982
Citizenship Law effectively rendered the majority of
the Rohingya stateless. International law struggles
to deal with statelessness, particularly when the
host country does not recognise the stateless status
of individuals.

Lack of Accountability for Human Rights
Violations: Despite numerous reports of human
rights abuses, there has been little accountability.
International mechanisms like the International

Criminal Court (ICC) have jurisdictional challenges
because Myanmar is not a party to the Rome
Statute.

Strategies for Legal Action

Advocacy for Ratification and Compliance:
International bodies and human rights
organisations should pressure Myanmar to ratify
international human rights treaties, including
the 1951 Refugee Convention. For Bangladesh,
advocacy should focus on compliance with its
international obligations toward refugees.

Utilisation of International Courts: Support
efforts to bring cases against Myanmar officials
in international courts, such as the ICC and the
International Court of Justice (ICJ). The Gambia’s
case against Myanmar at the ICJ, accusing it of
genocide against the Rohingya, is a precedent.

Support for Universal Jurisdiction Cases:
Encourage states with laws allowing for universal
jurisdiction to initiate prosecutions against
Myanmar officials responsible for atrocities against
the Rohingya.

Legal Assistance and Capacity Building: Provide
legal assistance to the Rohingya for filing petitions
and lawsuits in domestic and international forums.
Additionally, build the capacity of local and
international legal professionals to handle cases
related to refugee rights and international human
rights law.

Enhancing Legal Frameworks for Protection

Development of New Legal Instruments:
Advocate for the development of new international
legal instruments specifically designed to address
the issues of statelessness and the protection of
stateless people.
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Leveraging International Law in the Rohingya Crisis continued...

Bilateral and Multilateral Agreements:
Encourage the negotiation of bilateral agreements
between Bangladesh and Myanmar, and
multilateral agreements under ASEAN or SAARC,
focusing on the safe, voluntary, and dignified
repatriation of the Rohingya.

Leveraging international law effectively requires

a coordinated approach involving states,
international organisations, NGOs, and legal
advocates. While legal strategies can offer pathways
to justice and accountability, they must be part

of a broader strategy that includes diplomatic,
humanitarian, and economic responses to the
crisis. By strengthening legal frameworks and their
enforcement, the international community can
better support the rights of the Rohingya and work
towards lasting solutions to their displacement.
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“The socio-economic impact on
Bangladeshi host communities is
complex and multifaceted. While

the challenges are significant, with
thoughtful and inclusive planning,
it is possible to mitigate negative
effects and enhance the benefits of
hosting a large refugee population. By
implementing the strategies outlined
above, Bangladesh can not only
address the needs of the Rohingya
but also improve the resilience and
prosperity of the local communities
affected by the crisis. This approach
ensures that the response to the
refugee situation is sustainable,
equitable, and beneficial for all
involved.”
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Socio-economic Impact on
Bangladeshi Host Communities

The influx of over a million Rohingya refugees into
Bangladesh has had profound socio-economic
impacts on the host communities, particularly

in the Cox’s Bazar area. This section analyses

these impacts and offers strategies to mitigate
negative consequences while enhancing positive
interactions between the Rohingya refugees and
local populations.

Economic Impacts

The sudden increase in the labour supply has led
to downward pressure on wages in some sectors.
Local workers face increased competition for jobs,
particularly in low-skilled labour markets.

The local infrastructure, including health,
sanitation, and educational services, has been
significantly strained, affecting the quality of
services available to the native population.

Conversely, the presence of the refugee
population has spurred economic activity in
certain areas, creating new business opportunities
in trade, retail, and services catered to the refugee
community.

Social Impacts

While there are instances of empathy and support
towards the refugees, tensions have arisen due to
competition for resources and cultural differences.
This has occasionally led to social unrest and
conflict.

The interaction between the host community
and the Rohingya has also facilitated cultural
exchanges, providing opportunities for mutual
understanding and enrichment.

Strategies to Enhance Positive Impact and
Reduce Strain

Implement programs that integrate the Rohingya
into the local economy in a manner that
complements the local workforce. Skills training,
vocational education, and microfinance initiatives
can help refugees start businesses that fill niches
without displacing local businesses.

Increase investment in local infrastructure, funded
by international aid allocated for refugee support,
to improve services for both the local and refugee
populations. This can include building new health
facilities, schools, and sanitation systems.

Develop initiatives aimed at fostering dialogue
and understanding between the Rohingya and
local communities. Community centres, joint
educational programs, and cultural exchange
events can promote social cohesion.

Implement resource management strategies
that ensure equitable access to water, electricity,
and other critical resources. Utilising sustainable
practices and technologies can alleviate the
pressure on local resources.

Advocate for policies that protect the interests of
host communities while supporting humanitarian
efforts. This includes lobbying for more substantial
international support and ensuring that the
distribution of aid is transparent and fair.

The socio-economic impact on Bangladeshi
host communities is complex and multifaceted.
While the challenges are significant, with
thoughtful and inclusive planning, it is possible
to mitigate negative effects and enhance the
benefits of hosting a large refugee population.
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Socio-economic Impact on Bangladeshi Host Communities
continued...

By implementing the strategies outlined above,
Bangladesh can not only address the needs of

the Rohingya but also improve the resilience and
prosperity of the local communities affected by
the crisis. This approach ensures that the response
to the refugee situation is sustainable, equitable,
and beneficial for all involved.
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“Each scenario presents unique
challenges and opportunities. The
international community, regional

actors, and local stakeholders
must prepare flexible, responsive
strategies that can adapt to the
evolving situation. By considering
these scenarios, stakeholders can
better understand potential risks
and opportunities, guiding their
efforts in a proactive, strategic
manner that aims to secure a stable,
dignified future for the Rohingya. This
forward-looking approach is essential
for crafting policies that are not
only reactive but also anticipatory,
addressing both immediate needs and
long-term solutions.”
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Imagining the Future: Scenarios
for the Rohingya Crisis

The resolution of the Rohingya crisis is contingent
upon multiple geopolitical, economic, and
humanitarian factors. This section explores
potential future scenarios based on different levels
of international involvement, shifts in Myanmar’s
political landscape, and changes in regional
cooperation. These scenarios are designed to help
policymakers and stakeholders prepare for various
outcomes and plan their strategies accordingly.

Scenario 1: Comprehensive International
Intervention

In this scenario, the international community, led
by the United Nations and supported by major
powers, intensifies pressure on Myanmar. Sanctions
are strengthened, and substantial diplomatic
efforts lead to a multinational intervention aimed
at restoring rights and safe conditions for the
Rohingya within Myanmar.

Possible Outcomes:

With international guarantees and monitoring, a
significant number of Rohingya refugees return to
Myanmar under safe and dignified conditions.
Myanmar undertakes reforms to address the root
causes of discrimination against the Rohingya,
supported by international economic incentives.

Scenario 2: Increased Regional Cooperation

ASEAN countries, along with India and China, take a
more active role in addressing the crisis. A regional
agreement is reached, focusing on a sustainable
solution for the Rohingya, including economic
development initiatives and resettlement programs
within the region.

Possible Outcomes:
Some Rohingya are resettled in other ASEAN
countries, reducing the burden on Bangladesh.

Increased cooperation leads to economic
development in border areas, improving living
conditions for both local populations and refugees.

Scenario 3: Protracted Status Quo

International and regional efforts stagnate, leading
to the continued marginalisation of the Rohingya.
Bangladesh and other host countries continue to
bear the burden, with limited international support.

Possible Outcomes:

Bangladesh continues to struggle with the
economic and social costs of hosting a large
refugee population.

The lack of resolution and poor living conditions
lead to increased radicalisation and crime within
the camps.

Scenario 4: Unilateral Actions by Myanmar

Description: Myanmar takes unilateral steps

to address the situation, possibly under new
leadership or due to changes in internal political
dynamics. These actions may or may not involve
consultation with international bodies.

Possible Outcomes:

Partial Repatriation Without Safeguards: Myanmar
allows some refugees to return, but without
international oversight or sufficient guarantees of
safety and citizenship.

Internal Reconciliation: Myanmar engagesin a
controlled reconciliation process, with limited
participation from the Rohingya community.

Each scenario presents unique challenges and
opportunities. The international community,
regional actors, and local stakeholders must
prepare flexible, responsive strategies that can
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Imagining the Future: Scenarios for the Rohingya Crisis continued...

adapt to the evolving situation. By considering
these scenarios, stakeholders can better
understand potential risks and opportunities,
guiding their efforts in a proactive, strategic
manner that aims to secure a stable, dignified
future for the Rohingya. This forward-looking
approach is essential for crafting policies that are
not only reactive but also anticipatory, addressing
both immediate needs and long-term solutions.



“The resolution of the

Rohingya crisis represents
not only a humanitarian
imperative but also a test of
the international community’s
commitment to human rights
and justice. It is a situation
that calls for a unified
approach to ensure that the
suffering of the Rohingya ends
and they can look forward to a
future of hope and dignity.”
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Conclusion

The Rohingya crisis, while primarily a stark human
rights issue, also presents complex challenges

for Bangladesh and demands an engaged
international response. This paper has explored
the multifaceted nature of the crisis from the
historical antecedents to the urgent needs and
potential future strategies to resolve one of the
most severe humanitarian crises of our time.

Summary of Key Points

The Rohingya have faced decades of systemic
discrimination and exclusion in Myanmar,
culminating in the 2017 ethnic cleansing that
forced over 740,000 to flee to Bangladesh.

Despite its own limitations, Bangladesh has
provided refuge, crucial humanitarian aid, and
has advocated internationally for the rights of the
Rohingya, demonstrating substantial moral and
logistical leadership.

The presence of a large refugee population has
strained Bangladesh’s resources, impacted its
economy, environment, and security, and posed
significant social and political challenges.

Solutions include safe and dignified repatriation,
resettlement in third countries, potential local
integration, and strengthened regional and
international cooperation.

Reflections on Long-term Implications

The protracted nature of the Rohingya crisis
requires sustained international attention and
action. Bangladesh, while commendably bearing
the immediate brunt, cannot be left to manage
this crisis in isolation.

The international community must uphold its
responsibilities through diplomatic, financial, and
humanitarian support to ensure a resolution that
respects the rights and dignity of the Rohingya
people.

The crisis also serves as a poignant reminder of
the broader implications of statelessness and
ethnic discrimination. The plight of the Rohingya
underscores the necessity for international
norms and mechanisms that protect vulnerable
populations and hold perpetrators of human
rights abuses accountable.

This analysis impels a call to action for all
stakeholders involved:

Myanmar must take steps to ensure the safe,
voluntary, and dignified return of the Rohingya,
including granting them full citizenship and rights.

The international community, including major
powers and regional actors, must intensify
diplomatic and economic pressure on Myanmar to
make substantial reforms and support Bangladesh
and the Rohingya through funding, resettlement
programs, and legal avenues.

Bangladesh needs continued support in hosting
the refugees, alongside investments in local
development to mitigate the socio-economic
impacts of the crisis.

Human rights organisations and the media must
continue to highlight the plight of the Rohingya
to ensure that the crisis does not slip into the
shadows of global attention.

The resolution of the Rohingya crisis represents
not only a humanitarian imperative but also a test
of the international community’s commitment to
human rights and justice. It is a situation that calls
for a unified approach to ensure that the suffering
of the Rohingya ends and they can look forward to
a future of hope and dignity.
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